December 26, 2008

The schedule for Sunday, December 28

8:15 NO SERVICE

9:45 Sunday school and Bible Study

11:00 Divine Service

On Sunday Walter Jamison Standifer & Autumn Victoria Weikal will be received by the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, the life of Christ through Holy Baptism.

Friday Reading

Here is a chief reason to read Luke 2.  Anna was in the temple courts worshiping. If she had not been in the Temple courts she would not have heard first hand the message of Simeon. That in itself tells us something. One must be where the Word is taught and proclaimed in order to hear the good news. Paul wrote in Romans 10 that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ being preached and taught. And Jesus says in the Scriptures is life and they testify of Him. Without the Scriptures you will have no life; your life comes form hearing the Bible, the Father’s promises.

Included in that worshiping was participating in the sacrifices of the Temple, sacrifices that foreshadowed the Messiah that she would hear about from Simeon’s lips. Included in that worship was gathering with other believers—as the author to the Hebrew instructs us, that we might be encouraged and encourage each other. It is difficult to be encouraged if you are not around other Christians on a regular basis, hearing the same word and confessing the same truths of Christ. We are meant to live in community.

That is where she was. Night and day. It possibly could mean that she had an apartment in the temple complex, but probably not. So if never departed day and night does not mean live there, it surely meant that her life was found there. Her life was fully devoted to the hearing of the word and prayers. She surely sets example for us. Though we do not live at 1295 Middlefield Road, this is where your life is found, first in the Word, hearing and being taught in study and services, but also serving fellow Christians who are gathered in the same place.

Anna’s situation should also remind us of John 14, where our Lord said to the disciples “in My Father’s house are many rooms.” In other words, the Father’s house—fellowship with His presence in Christ (John 1 and 2)—is not meant only for the priests descended from Levi, but for all of the people—this dwelling place will be revealed fully in His resurrection and the gifts by which He distributes His salvation. We long to be where he is, and He is where He puts Himself. Take, eat this is My body. Here He is. Yearn to be here night and day. In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit—My name is here. Yearn to live here day and night—My words are spirit and truth. Yearn to hear the words, for where He resides there is life for you.

Prayers

Collect for the First Sunday after Christmas

Almighty eternal God, we heartily implore You, grant that we may know and praise Your dear Son as did Simeon, who took Him up in his arms and faithfully knew and confessed Him; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

For the Joy of the Incarnation of Our Lord

O Father, Your great light shines brightly and You teach us how we who would be lost in darkness forever have been redeemed from death and its shadows through Jesus Christ, Your Son. We have fallen into the darkness of death after creation, through Adam’s sin. I am our creation, and as You have given to me all that I am and have, now I do not doubt that I am among those for whom Jesus assumed flesh and blood. Your Spirit teaches me to place the word “our” first—and confessing that Jesus Christ assumed our suffering, our dying, our rising—knowing that it is all ours and concerns us. I thank You Father for including me in the word our. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Against the Anxiety of the Body

Dear Father, why should I be anxious and worry about my body and its food? How do You raise up the grain in a thousand fields and the fruit in thousand of orchards? The world with all its knowledge and power is not able to make a stalk, a tiny leaf, or a flower. In You I have a Lord who can multiply one loaf to feed a multitude—as many as You please—without the aid of a farmer or baker. As You care for creation day by day and bring season after season, why should I worry about whether You can or will supply my bodily need? Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

First Sunday after Christmas

Baptismal Hymn: LSB 592, “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 367, “Angels From the Realms of Glory”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 370, “What Child is This” & LSB 374, “Gentle Mary Laid her Child”

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 11:1-5

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what His eyes see, or decide disputes by what His ears hear, 4but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked.

5Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist, and faithfulness the belt of His loins.

· Which advisors, professors, books, and ideas influence your elected officials? Do you agree with those spirits?

· Considering what David has said of us in Psalm 51 (which we confess after the sermon), why would a ruler need a new spirit?

· What does this promised ruler possess that no other leader of God’s people possesses in this way? And what does this say about our Lord’ governance of His people?

Epistle, Galatians 4:1-7
1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father.

3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

· Who gave you permission to be born? Whose spirit shaped your fundamental attitudes? When you were a child, to whom did you call out?

· In our communion with God, who has given to us birth? What spirit has shaped us? And by that, whom do we call Father?

· And since we are His children, what else will be given to us?

Holy Gospel, Luke 2:22-40

22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 30for my eyes have seen Your salvation 31that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”33And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him.

34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. 





(ESV)

· Since the weakness of our flesh cannot keep the righteous demand of the law, what does Jesus begin dong immediately?

· The bond between Mary and Jesus was of the flesh; however that was not to be the only matter joining them. What does Simeon teach all of us about our fellowship with Christ in the phrase “a sword will pierce through your own soul also”?

· Though we know little of our Lord’s early life, what is sufficient to know about Him?

Announcements

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Parish Hall

Sunday, 12/28

· No LSF Bible Study; it will resume 1/4/09

Wednesday, 12/31, the Eve of the Name of Jesus

· No Bible Class; it will resume on January 7, 2009

· 7:00 p.m., Vespers Service (Isaiah 63:7-18; I Peter 1:22-25; Luke 13-1-10

Thursday, 1/1/09, The Circumcision & Name of Jesus

· 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 17:1-14, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21)

Sunday, 1/4, The Epiphany of Our Lord

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12)

· 12:30 p.m., Thrivent Financial Group Meeting

Friday, 1/9

· 6-8:00 p.m., 2nd Friday Family Fellowship Night

Saturday, 1/10

· 9:00 a.m., Altar Guild to remove Christmas Decorations

God’s Stewards. To tithe or not to tithe? A wise person always places the necessary items in his budget first. Regular and proportionate giving helps us to remember God’s priority over His property. Giving a tithe or any percentage does not imply that the other percentage is ours. On the other hand, a tithe or certain percentage reminds us that everything belongs to the Lord. The New Testament offers no binding law as to how much a Christian offers for the sake of the Church, caring for her members and the proclamation of the Gospel. Setting aside as God has enabled us (I Corinthians 16:2), we see how a part sanctifies the whole. Even as we set aside the time for hearing the Word to be reminded that all time belongs to Him, thus a reserved part of our temporal goods, dedicated to God’s particular purposes, enables us to see life in terms of managing what God has loaned to us.

Missions. Good news from Andrea Herman in Guinea. "I have been staying in Narena, Mali, while the strikes continued in Mali. There is a young Norwegian couple on the other side of Narena, about a mile and a half away, who were asked to help a sick woman (the wife is a nurse). They went to visit the woman and her family and pray for them. When they arrived, they realized that she was deathly ill, likely in the last stages of AIDS, but they went and brought a local doctor to the woman see if anything could be done for her. The woman died the next day and the couple attended the funeral. The impact of the missionaries' visit on the family was very profound, and the following Sunday, the brother of the woman who had passed away joined us for our time of prayer, and studying God's Word. This was a major step for this man, since we meet outside, and he was publicly joining us in worship. There are usually two Maninka believers in Narena that join us for worship, but neither came that day. However, another Maninka man did come. Kjersti (my Norwegian friend) had prepared the Bible lesson in French, and this man didn't understand French. So, because out of the four missionaries present, I was most comfortable speaking Maninka, I got a crash course in translating from French to Maninka that morning. It was a blessing to be able to share God's Word with this man in his own language. Please be praying for him. I don't know his name, but God does. Please keep him and his whole family in your prayers, that they would be drawn to the love of Jesus that they saw in this young Norwegian couple."

Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity. Please sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 11:1-5

· Which advisors, professors, books, and ideas influence your elected officials? Do you agree with those spirits?

· Considering what David has said of us in Psalm 51 (which we confess after the sermon), why would a ruler need a new spirit? The old spirit is set against God; he rebels and chooses his own way; he would rather exercise dominion for personal privilege and pleasure than watching the welfare of those under his charge.

· What does this promised ruler possess that no other leader of God’s people possesses in this way? And what does this say about our Lord’ governance of His people? He possesses the fullness of the Spirit and all of His assets / abilities. Therefore His people will be governed as God intended, for their edenic existence, to receive from God all that was meant.
Epistle, Galatians 4:1-7
· Who gave you permission to be born? Whose spirit shaped your fundamental attitudes? When you were a child, to whom did you call out?

· In our communion with God, who has given to us birth? What spirit has shaped us? And by that, whom do we call Father? God has given us birth by His Spirit (John 3; Titus 3); the Holy Spirit has formed us as the children of God and therefore we call God “Father”.

· And since we are His children, what else will be given to us? He has promised to us an inheritance that cannot spoil, fade, or perish—everlasting life in His presence. The Spirit in our lives is the down payment of that inheritance.

Holy Gospel, Luke 2:22-40

· Since the weakness of our flesh cannot keep the righteous demand of the law, what does Jesus begin dong immediately? He began keeping the demands of the law. No aspect of His life was exempt, and whatever He did complied with the law and fulfilled the law.
· The bond between Mary and Jesus was of the flesh; however that was not to be the only matter joining them. What does Simeon teach all of us about our fellowship with Christ in the phrase “a sword will pierce through your own soul also”? There can be no sentimental attachment to Jesus, no seasonal fixation on His birth, no rostered relationship; it is one of faith that crucifies all of those half-hearted, part-time, Me-to-God directed bonds. Our fellowship with Christ focuses on His death on the cross. All of our pretensions for fellowship with God must die there; and see in Christ true fellowship, the faith that endures death itself.
· Though we know little of our Lord’s early life, what is sufficient to know about Him? His life was filled with wisdom—the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. He grew and the favor of God was upon Him. His life from beginning to end was guided and filled by the Spirit, divine wisdom, and God’s favor.

